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Background

• Increasing federal concern about foreign 
influence

• NDAA 2020, Section 223
– Mandates Agency Requirements for 

Disclosure of Other Support, including In-Kind 
contributions

– Agencies authorized to take compliance 
measures, ranging from rejection of 
application to notifying law enforcement



Background

• NSF and NIH have both issued 
“clarifications” to existing requirements, as 
well as announcing new requirements.

• DOE, DARPA and NASA have issued new 
requirements; more are anticipated from 
other agencies



Overview of NIH Disclosure 
Requirements



Basic Biosketch Requirements

• Include all academic, professional or institutional 
appointments at proposing organization

• Include all current academic, professional or 
institutional appointments/affiliations at domestic 
or foreign entities, regardless of whether it is 
honorary, or whether any payment is received



Basic Other Support Requirements

• All resources and financial support available or 
related to research endeavors of key person, not 
just those related to proposal

• Includes:
– support for lab personnel
– high-value materials
– consulting agreements that include research activities
– in-kind contributions 
– research collaborations where collaborator’s 

experiments directly benefit key person’s research 
endeavors



Basic Other Support Requirements

• Excludes:
– training awards, prizes or gifts (true gifts, with nothing 

expected in return)
– Start-up packages and faculty salaries from Caltech

• See ORC page for additional details and links to 
agency requirements:
– https://researchcompliance.caltech.edu/international_collaboratio

n/federal-agency-requirements

https://researchcompliance.caltech.edu/international_collaboration/federal-agency-requirements


Disclosing Effort

• There is a difference between committing effort 
and expending effort.  The proposal budget is 
about commitments and costs, and the C&P or 
Other Support document is about resources and 
time spent.  The effort/time committed in a 
proposal does not have to match the effort/time 
allocated to that project as an entry in 
C&P/Other Support. NIH has clarified this.



Key Points

• The requirement to disclose applies to both 
foreign and domestic collaborations and 
relationships.

• Greater federal scrutiny of foreign relationships 
is not intended to limit those relationships, 
except for very specific situations (e.g., foreign 
talent recruitment programs; NASA - bilateral 
collaborations with China).



NIH 1/25/2022 Requirements



NIH 1/25/2022 Requirements

• Must use FORMS-G
• Other Support documents submitted on or after 

1/25/2022 (e.g., via JIT and RPPR), must be 
electronically signed by the respective senior/key person 
and then uploaded to the NIH system as a flattened PDF.
– Recommend using Adobe Acrobat Pro to apply electronic 

signature
– NIH Commons will not accept electronically signed documents 

unless they are flattened.  NIH instructions for flattening a PDF in 
Acrobat:

https://era.nih.gov/faqs.htm#I6

https://era.nih.gov/faqs.htm#I6


NIH 1/25/2022 Requirements

• Supporting Documentation - when activities or resources 
from a foreign institution are disclosed under Other 
Support, the senior/key person must provide 
documentation (e.g., grants, agreements, etc.) of any 
appointments, affiliations, or employment with that entity
– Only applies to senior/key person; does not apply to 

appointments etc. of lab personnel.  For example, disclosure of a 
foreign fellowship for a postdoc working in the lab would be 
required, but documentation of that postdoc’s fellowship award 
would not be.

– Documentation must be in English (translate as necessary).
– Include documentation at end of Other Support.



NIH 1/25/2022 Requirements

• Immediate notification of NIH (with updated Other 
Support) when it becomes known that a PI or Senior/Key 
Person on an active NIH award failed to disclose Other 
Support information during the JIT or RPPR process.



NIH 1/25/2022 Requirements

• Additional Information
– NIH has indicated that non-compliant proposals may 

be withdrawn from consideration
• NIH has not identified any exceptions to these requirements
• These are certifications, therefore assume that NIH will not accept 

replacements (e.g., “not available”, “signed for”, etc.)

– OSR will review JIT submissions for missing 
electronic signatures and notify the division if we 
believe there is a problem

• OSR will not knowingly submit non-compliant signatures

– Foreign agreement documents should be reviewed by 
ORC prior to submission with Other Support.



Walkthrough of BSOS 
Application



What is BSOS?
• A tool to assist in creating Researcher’s Biosketch and Other 

Support (BSOS) disclosures. 
• Currently, the BSOS gathers data from:

– The Researcher’s annual Disclosure of Financial Interest and 
Commitments (DFIC)

• External Appointments and Affiliations (potential Biosketch)
• External Research Activities (potential Biosketch/potential Other Support)
• Other and In-Kind entries from Researcher

– Financial Data from Caltech related to Awards and Gifts (by PTA and on 
which the Researcher is an award manager or project manager)

– Financial Data from effort reporting/payments (all Federal Awards from 
which the Researcher is paid)

– External Postdoctoral Fellow Support
– Visitor and Graduate Student Support [MISSING]



How to use BSOS: Designating a Viewer 
• Faculty/Researcher

– Complete your annual DFIC
– All Researchers should DESIGNATE:

• Grant Manager or Administrative Personnel who help with creating Biosketch
and Other Support Documents

• Division Operations Officer
• IF POSTDOC OR RESEARCH STAFF: Also designate your faculty PI



How to use BSOS: Designated Viewers
• Faculty/Researcher or Administrative Personnel

– List of People who have Designated You

Robinson, Patrice



Aligning BSOS with NIH Requirements
NIH Biosketch: Things to Include (from DFIC):
Outside Affiliations & Appointments - Paid & Unpaid. This includes unpaid Appointments such as 
"guest", "adjunct", "honorary", or "visitor" titles.
Outside Research Roles – Any activity with another institution where you are identified as the PI, Co-
PI, investigator, or other key personnel on a project (proposed or awarded. (Do not include proposals 
or awards processed through Caltech or Caltech subcontracts)

I have worked as a paid or unpaid consultant for this company or organization 
(Entity) outside of Caltech.
I have an academic or research appointment at this Entity, outside of Caltech. 
I have provided scientific advice or performed research for this foreign Entity.
I have participated in a foreign talent program associated with this Entity.

Not Editable, +/- Only in DFIC



Aligning BSOS with NIH Requirements
NIH Other Support: Possible Things to Include from DFIC:
Outside Research Roles – Any activity with another institution where you are identified as the PI, Co-PI, investigator, or other key 
personnel on a project (proposed or awarded. (Do not include proposals or awards processed through Caltech or Caltech 
subcontracts)
Outside Programs & Activities - Non-Caltech program or activity that provides you with compensation, research or office 
facilities, sponsored or reimbursed travel, honorary funding, or any type of benefit in exchange for teaching or mentoring students, 
performing research for another institution, or publishing research results naming your affiliation at the other institution
Personal Financial Interest - Have you received any Personal Financial Interest (e.g., salary, consulting fees, stock/stock 
options, honoraria, gifts, or sponsored or reimbursed travel) from a Caltech entity that will be used to support your Caltech
research endeavors?
In-Kind - Access to "in-kind" resources in support of your research endeavors that are obtained through a collaboration, 
appointment, or relationship with an outside institution, organization, or company ("Entity")

+/- Only in DFIC

Did you receive anything from this entity or person (including any 
gift, equipment, access to facilities, personnel, reagents/materials, 
data/research results, etc.) to support your research or teaching at 
Caltech or anywhere else (Other Support)? 



Aligning BSOS with NIH Requirements
NIH Other Support: Editable List: Single Entry
In-kind - Any "in-kind" resources in support of your research endeavors that are obtained through a collaboration, 
appointment, or relationship with an outside institution, organization, or company ("Entity")
Visitors - Any visiting postdoctoral fellows, visiting students, or visiting scholars involved in research in your lab 
who are paid directly, in full or in part, by any Caltech organization, institution, company or government ("Entity")
Postdocs and Students - Any Caltech postdoctoral fellows or students involved in research for your lab supported 
in full or in part by any external (non-Caltech) organization, institution, company, or government ("Entity") including 
fellowships



Aligning BSOS with NIH Requirements
NIH Other Support: Editable List: Bulk Entry



Aligning BSOS with NIH Requirements
NIH Other Support: Supporting Documentation: Attachments
Other Support must include supporting documentation (e.g., contracts, grants, agreements) for all foreign activities and 
resources disclosed by that person.



Aligning BSOS with NIH Requirements
NIH Other Support: External Postdoctoral Funding:

Any Caltech postdoctoral fellows or students involved in research for your lab supported in full or in 
part by any non-Caltech organization, institution, company, or government ("Entity") including 
fellowships

Beaver, 
Buchwald

Beaver, 
Buchwald

Beaver, 
Buchwald

Beaver, 
Buchwald

Postdoc, Patrice

Postdoc, Paul

Postdoc, Paulo

Postdoc, Patrick



Aligning BSOS with NIH Requirements
NIH Other Support: From Caltech Finance Systems
Traditional Other Support (may include Gifts used for Research, PD Fellowships through Caltech)



Aligning BSOS with NIH Requirements
What’s Missing?

Visitors - Any visiting postdoctoral fellows, visiting students, or visiting scholars involved in 
research in your lab who are paid directly, in full or in part, by any Caltech organization, institution, 
company or government ("Entity")

Postdocs and Students - Any Caltech postdoctoral fellows or students involved in research for 
your lab supported in full or in part by any external (non-Caltech) organization, institution, company, or 
government ("Entity") including fellowships



Aligning BSOS with NIH Requirements



https://researchcompliance.calte
ch.edu/documents/19397/Colla
boration_Spectrum_General-
NIH_ONLY_FINAL_53z5c7V.pdf

Another Helpful Tool

https://researchcompliance.caltech.edu/documents/19397/Collaboration_Spectrum_General-NIH_ONLY_FINAL_53z5c7V.pdf


Questions?
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